
Nineteenth-Century American
Women Write Religion

Lived Theologies and Literature

Edited by
MARY MCCARTIN WEARN

Middle Georgia State College, USA

ASHGATE



Contents

Notes on Contributors vii

Acknowledgements x

Introduction 1

Mary MeCartin Wearn

1 Renegade Religious: Performativity, Female Identity, and the

Antebellum Convent-Escape Narrative 15

Nancy F. Sweet

2 Shaping Narrative: Julia A. J. Foote's Theology of Holiness 33

Joy A. J. Howard

3 Composing Radical Lives: Women as Autonomous Religious Seekers

and Nineteenth-Century Memoirs 45

Rachel Cope

4 "Come Right Down With Me": Poverty, Agency, and lncarnational

Reading in the Work of Rebecca Harding Davis 59

Benjamin G. Sammons

5 Religious Popular Culture and the Critique of Romantic Racialism in

Harriet E. Wilson's Our Nig 77

Randi Lynn Tanglen

6 "One [Hermaphroditic] Angel": Swedenborg, Gender Complementarity,
and Divine Love in Julia Ward Howe's The Hermaphrodite 89

Karlyn Crowley

7 "The Grace of God Assisting": Abolitionist Women and the Politics

of Religion 105

Valerie D. Levy

8 "A Religion of Their Own": Louisa May Alcott's New American

Religion 119

Gregory Eiselein

9 "A startling reform": Women and Christianity in the Work of

Elizabeth Stuart Phelps 135

Roxanne Harde

10 The Puritan Roots of Sarah Piatt's Feminist Materialism 151

Mary MeCartin Weam

Works Cited 163

Index 185


