THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE
IN THE GERMAN HISTORICAL
IMAGINATION, 1860-1930

MARTIN A. RUEHL

BB CAMBRIDGE
:5J UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of illustrations
Acknowledgements

I

Introduction: Quattrocento Florence and what
it means to be modern

2 Ruthless Renaissance: Burckhardt, Nietzsche, and
the violent birth of the modern self

3 Death in Florence: Thomas Mann and the ideologies of
Renaissancismus

4 ‘The first modern man on the throne’: Reich, race,
and rule in Ernst Kantorowicz’s Frederick the Second

s The Renaissance reclaimed: Hans Baron’s case
for Biirgerhumanismus

6 Conclusion: The waning of the Renaissance — death
and afterlife of an idea

Bibliography

Index

vii

page viii
xii

58
10§
166

224

253

275
308



O\ v

14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21

22

23

24

Hlustrations

Florence, by Carl Ludwig Frommel (1840)

(1) The Piazza della Signotia and (2) the Loggia dei

Lanzi in Florence, c. 1900

Jacob Burckhardt and his Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy (1860)
Burckhardt’s pencil sketch of the Villa d’Este (1847)

The interior of Cologne Cathedral (1821)

Luther’s Disputation with Cardinal Cajetan at Augsburg, by Wilhelm
Lindenschmit (1876)

Two marginalia from Friedrich Engels’ Cola di Rienzo (1840—41)
Italia and Germania, by Friedrich Overbeck (1811—28)

Diirer and Raphael before the Throne of Art, by Franz Pforr (1808)
Richard Benz's The Renaissance — The Doom of German Culture (1915)
The Schack Gallery in Munich, c. 1905

Hans Makart’s studio in Vienna, c. 1880

(1) An Italian Renaissance villa and (2) the Villa

Lenbach in Munich c. 1900

Wehrmacht soldiers on the Odeonsplatz in Munich, 1935

Hans Baron’s The Crisis of the Early Italian Renaissance (1955)

(1) The Palazzo Rucellai in Florence and (2) the Munich Residenz
Verrochio’s statue of Bartolomeo Colleoni and Th. Th.

Heine’s ‘Monument to a Modern Prince’ (1903)

Jacob Burckhardt, 1892, and Friedrich Nietzsche, 1867

Wilhelm Heinse’s Ardinghello (1787)

Ludovico il Moro and Sigismondo Malatesta

Burckhardt’s inscription in The Civilization of

the Renaissance in Italy

Nietzsche’s markings in The Civilization of

the Renaissance in Italy

Richard Wagner in 1867 and Richard next to Cosima

Wagner in 1882/83

Martin Luther, by Hans Kohlschein (c. 1914)

viii

pages

o N b

16
19
21
23

27
28

30
32
35
44

52
59
62
65
72
73

75
82



25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

33
34
35
36
37
38
39

40
41

42
43

45
46
47
48
49
50

51
52
53
54

55

56
57

List of illustrations

The Pitti Palace in Florence

Terracotta bust of Machiavelli

Lunettes by Hans Makart (1881-84)

Portrait of Cesare Borgia, by Altobello Melone (c. 1513)
The Reichstag building in Berlin, c. 1905

Thomas Mann at his desk in Munich, 1906

Hans Makart on horseback, 1879

Equestrian statues of (1) Bartolomeo Colleoni and (2)
Erasmo da Narni

The Plague in Florence (Part Two), by Hans Makart (1868)
(1) Plague (1898) and (2) Villa by the Sea (1878), by Arnold Bocklin
Portraits of Lorenzo de” Medici and Girolamo Savonarola
The Villa Pringsheim in Munich, 1894

Inside Villa Pringsheim, c. 1900

Heinrich Mann in 1903 and as portrayed by Olaf Gulbransson in 1905
Angelo Poliziano and Giuliano de’” Medici, from a fresco by Domenico

Ghirlandaio (c. 1483-86)

A Burgomaster of Weissenfels, by Lucas Cranach the Elder (1515)

(1) Savonarola Preaching against Luxury, by Ludwig von
Langenmantel (1881) and (2) Luther at the Diet of Worms,

by Hermann Freihold Pliiddemann (1864)

Knight, Death and the Devil, by Albrecht Diirer (1513)

Julius Langbehn and Momme Nissen’s Diirer as Leader (1928)
Ernst Bertram in 1905 and a bookplate showing Nietzsche, c. 1910
The Plague in Florence (Part Three), by Hans Makart (1868)
[talian propaganda poster from World War I, c. 1917

Portrait of Pope Leo X with two Cardinals, by Raphael (c. 1517)
Frederick II’s sarcophagus in Palermo Cathedral

Ernst Kantorowicz in 1921 and his biography of Frederick II
Nineteenth-century bust of Dante and photo of Stefan

George in Munich, 1904

The Bamberg Rider

The Court of Frederick II in Palermo, by Arthur von Ramberg (1865)
The Execution of Conradin of Swabia, by Hermann

Freihold Pliiddemann (1863)

(1) Barbarossa Asleep in the Kyfthiuser Mountain and (2)

the Kyfthiuser Monument, c. 1900

Frederick’s Journey Across the Alps, after Josef Mathias von
Trenkwald (c. 1860)

Frederick II Sends Off the Teutonic Knights, by Peter Janssen (1903)
Frederick II of Hohenstaufen and William I of Prussia (1861)

ix

89
93
96
99
107
109
112

114
117
120
123
124
125
127

129
133

134
140
143
147

159

173
175
181

188

202
206
209



58

59

60
61

62
63

64
65
66

67
68

69
70

71
72
73
74
75
76
77

List of illustrations

Franz Kampers” Emperor Frederick II: Precursor of the
Renaissance (1929)

(1) Photograph and (2) model reconstruction of the Castel
del Monte, 1942

Hans Baron in 1966

(1) The Piazza della Signoria and (2) the effigy of Leonardo
Bruni on his tomb in Santa Croce, Florence

Hans Baron’s Habilitationsschrift (1928)

[lustration from Ludwig Woltmann’s The Germanic People
and the Renaissance in Italy (1905)

Konrad Burdach, c. 1910

(1) Berlin University, c. 1900, and (2) Ernst Troeltsch, c. 1920
(1) The Ospedale degli Innocenti and (2) the Strozzi

Palace in Florence

A manuscript page from Bruni’s History of the Florentine People
(1) The Feldherrnhalle in Munich, c. 1935, and (2) Paul
Oskar Kristeller’s passport of 1937

Passenger list of the SS Paris, 27 October 1939

(1) Baedcker travel guide to Iraly (1908) and (2) tourism
poster for Florence, c. 1950

German Venus in Viareggio, 1958

Special edition on the Renaissance by Der Spiegel (2013)
German tourists in Florence, 1957

View over Florence, by Carl Rottmann (c. 1829)

Faust and Mephistopheles, after Julius Nisle (c. 1884)

Three stills from F.W. Murnau’s Faust (1926)

Italian Villa in Spring, by Arnold Bécklin (c. 1875-80)

216

218
225

230
232

235
239
242

248
250

255
257

258
261
262
265
266
267
270
273



