
Ideal homes, 1918-39
Domestic design and suburban Modernism

Deborah Sugg Ryan

Manchester University Press



Contents

List of plates viii

List of figures X

Acknowledgements XV

1 The interwar house: ideal homes and domestic design 1

2 Suburban: class, gender and home ownership 23

3 Modernisms: 'good design' and 'bad design' 54

4 Efficiency: labour-saving and the professional housewife 93

5 Nostalgia: the Tudorbethan semi and the detritus of Empire 135

6 Afterword: modernising the interwar ideal home 170

Notes 188

Select bibliography 214

Index 233



Plates

following page 110

1 Sitting room of 17 Rosamund Road, Wolvercote, Oxfordshire, 1995

(James R. Ryan)
2 Kitchen of 17 Rosamund Road, Wolvercote, Oxfordshire, 1995

(James R. Ryan)
3 Front cover ofModern Home, November 1931 (The Knitting

Reference Library, Winchester School of Art, University of

Southampton)
4 Poster for the National Building Society, c. 1935 (BADDA 4721,

courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design S Architecture,
Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

5 Poster for Woolwich Equitable Building Society, c. 1935

(BADDA 4715, courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design &

Architecture, Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)
6 Illustration of 'Axminster' linoleum in 'Catesbys one-piece linola

squares', from Catesbys Colourful Cork Lino, 1938 (BADDA 181,
courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design S Architecture,
Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

7 Illustration of Modernistic' linoleum in 'Catesbys one-piece linola

squares', from Catesbys Colourful Cork Lino, 1938 (BADDA 181,
courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design & Architecture,
Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

8 Front cover of brochure for St Margarets Estate, Edgware, Be
Modern at St Margaret's, c. 1935 (BADDA 315, courtesy of the
Museum of Domestic Design & Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)



Plates ix

9 Front cover of brochure for Goodchild's Enfield Town Estate, c. 1935

(BADDA 4163, courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design &

Architecture, Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

10 Advertisement for Electrolux appliances, from Homes and Gardens,

December 1929 (© Mary Evans Picture Library)
11 Advertisement for dining hatch, from Ostens Servway: the modern

service hatch, c. 1930s (BADDA 1413, courtesy of the Museum

of Domestic Design S Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

12 Illustration of bathroom, from Twyfords, Booklet No. 489: Coloured

"adamant" sanitaryware catalogue ofbathroom fittings, 1935

(BADDA 3407, courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design &

Architecture, Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

13 Illustration of decorative scheme, from catalogue by T. Whatley
& Son, Studies in Harmony: a Prelude to a Brilliant Season, 1937

(BADDA 655, courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design &

Architecture, Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

14 Modernistic wallpaper sample (detail), c. 1930s (SW204, courtesy

of the Museum of Domestic Design S Architecture, Middlesex

University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

15 Dutch tile wallpaper sample (detail), c. 1920s (SW965, courtesy of the

Museum of Domestic Design & Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

16 Front cover of Feltcraft by Penelope depicting a galleon, c. 1940

(BADDA 2012, courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design 8

Architecture, Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

17 Illustration of the 'Henry VIII' dining-lounge, from Bolsom's Furniture

Catalogue, c. 1935 (© The Geffrye, Museum of the Home, London)

18 Sample of 'Bedroom paper, H 1095,1/3 per piece' (detail), from Ideal

Papers for Ideal Homes, Crown Wallpapers, Ideal Home Exhibition,

1927 (author's collection)

19 Detail from front cover of The Book of the Home depicting ebony

elephant, c. 1920s (author's collection)

20 Illustration of mantelpiece featuring teak elephants, from Claygate

Fireplaces, 1937 (author's collection)



Figures

1.1 Leaflet by Chancellors Estate Agents advertising 17 Rosamund

Road, Wolvercote, Oxfordshire, 1995 (author's collection; The

Chancellors Group of Estate Agents Ltd)

1.2 Alfred Smith and family photographed by Kurt Hutton for

Picture Post, 11 March 1939 (Kurt Hutton/Hulton Archive/

Getty Images)
1.3 Mother and daughter in armchair, 1922 (Hulton Collection/

Getty Images)
1.4 'Sub-standard kitchen', 43 Rigault Rd, London, 1962 (Collage

reference 248945, London Metropolitan Archives, City of

London)

1.5 Anonymous photograph of c. 1930s sitting room, purchased
by the author on eBay (author's collection)

1.6 The Beaver family listening to the wireless, 1937 (Fox Photos/

Hulton Archive/Getty Images)
1.7 The Phono-lamp, 1923 (© Daily Mail)
1.8 Frontispiece, Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition Catalogue 1928

(© Daily Mail)

2.1 Promotional leaflet by H. Smith Bros advertising Huxley
Garden Estate, 1932 (BADDA 4313.1, courtesy of the Museum
of Domestic Design S Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

2.2 Illustration of linoleum layer, from Catesbys Colourful
Cork Lino, 1938 (BADDA 181, courtesy of the Museum of
Domestic Design S Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk)

2.3 Advertisement for Halifax Building Society, from Daily Mail
Ideal Home Exhibition Catalogue 1932 (© Daily Mail)

2

11

12

13

14

15

16

20

24

27

34



Figures xi

2.4 A typical 1930s suburban street in Ilford, London, 1936 (Fox

Photos/Hulton Archive/Getty Images) 35

2.5 Front cover of Richard L. Reiss, The Home I Want, 1918

(© Mary Evans Picture Library/Town & Country Planning) 37

2.6 New houses being built in Becontree, London Borough of

Barking and Dagenham, 1924 (Topical Press Agency/Hulton

Archive/Getty Images) 38

2.7 Slum houses, Dupont Street, Limehouse, London, 1925

(©Daily Mail) 39

2.8 Promotional leaflet for Wates, '15 lovely estates', c. 1930s

(author's collection) 41

2.9 Cutteslowe walls photographed from an adjacent house,

Oxford, 1934 (photo courtesy of Oxford Mail/The Oxford Times

(Newsquest Oxfordshire)) 42

2.10 Mill Cottage, Mill Corner, Northiam, East Sussex, 1921

(reproduced by permission of Historic England Archive) 44

3.1 Illustration of 'Functional' by Osbert Lancaster, from Homes

Sweet Homes, 1939 (author's collection, by permission of

Clare Hastings) 55

3.2 Illustration of 'Modernistic' by Osbert Lancaster, from Homes

Sweet Homes, 1939 (author's collection, by permission of

Clare Hastings) 55

3.3 House at Silver End, from Modern Home, 17, February 1930

(© The British Library Board) 61

3.4 S. Rowland Pierce and R.A. Duncan's 'The House of the

Future', at the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, 1928

(© Daily Mail, image © Victoria and Albert Museum, London) 64

3.5 Wells Coates and David Pleydell Bouverie's 'Sunspan' house,

from the 'Village of Tomorrow' at the Daily Mail Ideal Home

Exhibition, 1934 (© Daily Mail, image © Victoria and Albert

Museum, London) 67

3.6 1930s 'Suntrap' house, New Maiden, Surrey, 1948 (J. A.

Hampton/Topical Press Agency/Hulton Archive/Getty Images) 70

3.7 Mr and Mrs Beaver's bedroom, May 1937 (Fox Photos/

Hulton Archive/Getty Images) 73

3.8 Illustration of combined oak bookcase and coal cabinet,

from Frederick Lawrence Ltd., Inspirations for Modern

Homes, c. 1930s (BADDA 509, courtesy of the Museum of

Domestic Design & Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk) 76

3.9 Grandfather clock cocktail cabinet at the Daily Mail Ideal

Home Exhibition, 1934 (© Daily Mail) IT

3.10 'Delightful cottage' interior, Silver End, from Modern Home,

17, February 1930 (© The British Library Board) 80



xii Ideal homes, 1918-39

3.11 Sitting room, from Morrell prospectus for Countryside
Estates, c. 1930s (Private Collection. The Stapleton Collection/

Bridgeman Images) 83

3.12 Front cover of promotional brochure by Catesbys, 'How to

modernise your home at little cost', c. 1930s (BADDA188,

courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design S Architecture,

Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk) 86

3.13 Homebuyers at Jack Cook's Estate Agents, Kidbrook Park,

London, c. 1930s (Fox Photos/Hulton Archive/Getty Images) 88

3.14 Portcullis gas fire, from Bratt Colbran catalogue, c. 1935

(BADDA 322, courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design 8

Architecture, Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk) 91

4.1 Front cover of The Housewife's Book, Daily Express, c. 1930s

(author's collection) 94

4.2 Mantelpiece photographed by Respondent 082, Mass

Observation Day Survey, 14 September 1937 (reproduced with

permission of Curtis Brown Group Ltd, London of behalf of

the Trustees of the Mass Observation Archive. © The Trustees

of the Mass Observation Archive) 96

4.3 Diagram by Mrs Guy of 'Steps to make afternoon tea', from
Daily Mail, 16 August 1919 (© Daily Mail) 102

4.4 Unattributed photograph for Barnaby's Studios of a 'household
wants' indicator, c. 1930s (© Mary Evans Picture Library) 107

4.5 Mrs Beaver cleaning the carpet in her dining room with a

Ewbank carpet sweeper, 1937 (Fox Photos/Hulton Archive/

Getty Images) iqq
4.6 Cartoon of a young, middle-class housewife coping without

servants, from Punch, 1932 (Universal History Archive/UIG via

Getty Images) hq
4.7 Actress Ellen Pollock trying out an electric washing machine

at the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, 1935 (© Daily Mail) 112
4.8 A woman demonstrating an 'electrical cooking apparatus' at

the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, 1934 (© Daily Mail) 115
4.9 Atholl steel house, Downham Estate, London, 1925 (Collage

reference 257754, London Metropolitan Archives, City of
London)

4.10 A woman demonstrating an Easiwork cabinet, c. 1925

(courtesy of Mrs G.J. Willey MBE) 125
4.11 Nancie Clifton Reynolds' kitchen in London, from Easier

Housework by Better Equipment, 1929 (author's collection) 126
4.12 Feature on 'The House That Jill Built', designed by Phyllis

Lee, at the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, from Modern
Home, June 1930 (The Knitting Reference Library, Winchester
School of Art, University of Southampton) 128



Figures xiii

4.13 Postcards of 'The Gadgets' by Heath Robinson at the Daily
Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, 1934 (author's collection) 132

5.1 Diagram of 'Fitness for Purpose' by G.A. Wise, from Anthony
Bertram, The House: A Summary of the Art and Science of
Domestic Architecture, 1935 (author's collection) 136

5.2 Front cover of New Ideal Homesteads brochure,
c. 1930s (BADDA 460, courtesy of the Museum of

Domestic Design S Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk) 144

5.3 Advertisement for Modern Homes & Estates Ltd, from Evening
Standard Guide to House Purchase, c. 1930s (BADDA 692,

courtesy of the Museum of Domestic Design & Architecture,
Middlesex University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk) 148

5.4 Illustration of 'Stockbroker's Tudor' by Osbert Lancaster,
from Pillar to Post: English Architecture without Tears, 1938

(author's collection, by permission of Clare Hastings) 149

5.5 Living room, Mill Cottage, Mill Corner, Northiam, East Sussex,
1921 (reproduced by permission of Historic England Archive) 152

5.6 Illustration of Liberty's Tilo-leum floor covering, from Liberty
& Co. Ltd catalogue, c. 1920s (BADDA 692, courtesy of the

Museum of Domestic Design & Architecture, Middlesex

University, www.moda.mdx.ac.uk) 155

5.7 Sitting room in 1930s 'Suntrap' house, New Maiden, Surrey,
1948 (J.A. Hampton/Topical Press Agency/Hulton Archive/

Getty Images) 157

5.8 Slide of 'dining room suite of bad design', in Design and

Industries Association Collection of Glass Lantern Slides,

c. 1930s (© Victoria and Albert Museum, London) 158

5.9 Postcard of 'Old English Kitchen', from 'Kitchens of the

Nations' at the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, 1926

(author's collection) 160

5.10 Slide of Ernest Trobridge's Whitecastle Mansions, labelled

'bad example', in Design and Industries Association Collection

of Glass Lantern Slides, c. 1935 (© Victoria and Albert

Museum, London) 162

5.11 Illustration of 'attractive baskets and screens, etc.' featuring
ebony elephants, from Army and Navy Co-operative Society
Ltd catalogue, 1931-32 (BADDA 770, courtesy of the Museum

of Domestic Design S Architecture, Middlesex University,
www.moda.mdx.ac.uk) 166

6.1 A father instructing his sons in the proper way to wear a

gas mask at their London home, 1 January 1937

(David Savill/Topical Press Agency/Hulton Archive/

Getty Images) 171



Ideal homes, 1918-39

6.2 A sitting room in a prefab, 7 Hopewell Road, Kingston-upon-

Hull, East Yorkshire, 1945 (by permission of Historic England

Archive) 173

6.3 A woman knitting in front of the fire, c. 1950 (SSPL/Getty

Images) 175

6.4 1 Burleigh Gardens, Enfield, north London, 2017 (Mark W.

Ryan) 179

Every effort has been made to obtain permission to reproduce copyright
material, and the publisher will be pleased to be informed of any errors

and omissions for correction in future editions.


