
The Routledge Atlas of

Central Eurasian Affairs

Stanley D. Brunn, Stanley W. Toops
and Richard Gilbreath

ii Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group

LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

Preface fx

1 Introduction \

2 General reference 5

Geographic grid 5

Geographic location 5

Regions and subregions 6

Central Eurasia region 8

Mongolia and the west China subregion 8

Central Asia subregion 11

Caucasus subregion 13

3 Historical 15

Early Turkic Empire: sixth to seventh century 15

Arab conquest: eighth ccntury 17

Mongol rule: thirteenth century 19

Colonial powers: eighteenth century 19

The Silk Road 22

4 Population 26

Population density 26

Mongolia and west China 26

Central Asia 27

Caucasus 29

Human Development Index 29

Gender Inequality Index 30

Recent migration streams 31

Ethnic Russians: Central Asia and the Caucasus 34

Ethnolinguistic regions 36

Mongolia and west China 36

Central Asia 37

Caucasus 41



vi Contents

Urban population 42

Life expectancy
44

5 Environment 45

Climate 45

Climographs 47

Mongolia and west China 47

Central Asia 47

Caucasus 52

Precipitation 53

Biomes 53

Landforms 56

Water features 58

Access to improved water 60

Environmental issues 61

Earthquakes 64

The shrinking Aral Sea 64

6 Economic 67

Arable land 67

Cultivated land 68

Poverty rate 69

Mineral deposits 70

Oil fields and pipelines 72

Caspian oil fields 72

Manufacturing/industrial sites 75

Transportation 75

Imports/exports 78

Foreign direct investment 89

International tourism 90

7 Cultural 92

Internet cafes 92

Universities 94

Museums 95

Theaters 96

World Heritage Sites 96

Protected areas 99

8 Political 102

Prison sites and nuclear testing sites 102

Western China 104

Political demonstrations and conflicts 105

West China and Mongolia 105



Contents vii

Central Asia 106

Caucasus 107

International organizations 109

United Nations 109

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 110

Commonwealth ofIndependent States 110

Shanghai Cooperation Organization 110

9 Countries and provinces 111

Mongolia and west China 111

Mongolia 111

Western China 114

Tibetan Autonomous Region 114

Qinghai Province 117

Historical or cultural Tibet 119

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 121

The Tarim Basin 123

Central Asia 125

Kazakhstan 125

Kyrgyzstan 128

The Fergana Valley 131

Tajikistan 133

Uzbekistan 135

Turkmenistan 136

Caspian Sea 141

Caucasus 143

Azerbaijan 143

Armenia 145

Georgia 148

10 Central Eurasian scenarios 152

Bibliography
Index ofplaces
Index ofproper names and terms

Index of topics, themes and concepts


