
Simon V of Montfort and

Baronial Government,

1195-1218

G.E.M. LIPPIATT

OXJORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List ofFigures xi

List ofMaps xi

List ofAbbreviations xiii

Rates ofExchange xv

Monfort Family Tree xvii

Introduction 1

1. Subject and Vassal 17

Family history 17

Harmony 19

Conflict 37

Competing lordships 52

2. Crusaders 56

Family and the Fourth Crusade 56

Family and the Albigensian Crusade 57

Land grants 63

Religious connections 66

Personal loyalty 67

The Zaran company 70

High baronage 74

3. Masters and Monks 79

The Holy Land 79

Social morality 85

Heresy 92

4. Lord of Montfort and Earl of Leicester 99

Inheritance 99

Image 104

Ecclesiastical patronage 109

Finance 116

Government and household 121

5. Viscount of Beziers and Carcassonne 130

Conquest 130

Image 135



X Contents

Ecclesiastical patronage 138

Finance 144

Government and household 150

Reform and heresy 165

6. Duke of Narbonne and Count of Toulouse 173

Conquest 173

Image 178

Ecclesiastical patronage 181

Finance 189

Government and household 191

Reform and heresy 199

Conclusion 205

Bibliography
Index

209

225



List ofFigures

4.1 Seigneurial seal (January 1196). 106

4.2 Seigneurial and vicecomital seal (1200-14 August 1215). 106

4.3 Comital counterseal of Simon III of Montfort (1176). 107

5.1 Penny biterran. 137

6.1 Comital seal (September 1216-18 April 1217). 180

6.2 Comital seal of Raymond VI of Saint-Gilles (April 1204). 180

List ofMaps

1.1 The world of Simon of Montfort. 3

1.2 France. 15

1.3 England. 15

1.4 The Midi. 16

4.1 The lordship of Montfort. 100

4.2 The earldom of Leicester. 103

5.1 The viscounties of Beziers and Carcassonne. 131

6.1 The county of Toulouse and duchy of Narbonne. 174


