Imperial Debris redirects critical focus from ruins as evidence of the past to “ruination” as
the processes through which imperial power occupies the present. Ann Laura Stoler’s
introduction is a manifesto, a compelling call for postcolonial studies to expand its
analytical scope to address the toxic but less perceptible corrosions and violent accruals
of colonial aftermaths, as well as their durable traces on the material environment and
people’s bodies and minds. In their provocative, tightly focused responses to Stoler, the
contributors explore subjects as seemingly diverse as villages submerged during the
building of a massive dam in southern India, Palestinian children taught to envision and
document ancestral homes razed by the Israeli military, and survival on the toxic edges of
oil refineries and amid the remains of apartheid in Durban, South Africa. They consider the
significance of Cold War imagery of a United States decimated by nuclear blast, perceptions
of a swath of Argentina’s Gran Chaco as a barbarous void, and the enduring resonance,
in contemporary sexual violence, of atrocities in King Leopold’s Congo. Reflecting on the
physical destruction of Sri Lanka, Detroit as a colonial metropole to sites of ruination in
the Amazon, and interactions near a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Brazilian state
of Bahia, the contributors attend to present-day harms in the occluded, unexpected sites
and situations where earlier imperial formations persist.



CONTRIBUTORS

ARIELLA AZOULAY is a writer, curator, and filmmaker. She is the author of Civil
Imagination: The Political Ontology of Photography (2011), From Palestine to Israel: A Photo-
graphic Record of Destruction and State Formation, 1947-1950 (2011), and The Civil Contract
of Photography (2008).

SHARAD CHARI is an associate professor at the Centre for Indian Studies in Africa,
and the anthropology department at the University of the Witwatersrand in South
Affica. He is the author of Fraternal Capital (2004), The Development Reader (2008), and
articles in Comparative Studies in Society and History, Radical History Review, South Atlantic
Quarterly, and other journals. He is currently completing a monograph titled Apart-
heid Remains.

JOHN COLLINS is an associate professor of anthropology at Queens College and
the Graduate Center, City University of New York. His Revolt of the Saints: Memory and
Redemption in the Twilight of Brazilian “Racial Democracy,” a study of the making of a Bra-
zilian World Heritage site in the ruins of the Portuguese South Atlantic, is forthcom-
ing from Duke. He is currently conducting fieldwork for a new project on hunters of
white-tailed deer in central New Jersey.

E. VALENTINE DANIEL is a professor of anthropology at Columbia University in the
City of New York.



GASTON GORDILLO is an associate professor of anthropology at the University of
British Columbia. He is the author of Landscapes of Devils: Tensions of Place and Memory
in the Argentinean Chaco (Duke, 2004) and the forthcoming The Afterlife of Things: Ruins
and the Destruction of Space, also with Duke.

GREG GRANDIN is a professor of history at New York University and a member of
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He is the author of Fordlandia (2009),
a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, and the National Book
Critics Circle Award; Empire’s Workshop: The United States, Latin America, and the Rise
of the New Imperialism (2006); The Last Colonial Massacre: Latin America in the Cold War
(2004); and The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Duke, 2000), winner
of the Latin American Studies Association’s Bryce Wood Award. He is coeditor, with
Gilbert Joseph, of A Century of Revolution: Insurgent and Counterinsurgent Violence during
Latin America’s Long Cold War (2010). He is currently writing a book on Herman Melville
and free and unfree labor in the Americas during the Age of Revolution.

NANCY ROSE HUNT is a professor of history at the University of Michigan and was
aWissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin fellow in 2010-11. She received the Herskovits Prize
for her A Colonial Lexicon (Duke, 1999). A Nervous State is forthcoming, also from Duke.

JOSEPH MASCO is an associate professor of anthropology at the University of Chi-
cago. He is the author of The Nuclear Borderlands: The Manhattan Project in Post Cold War
New Mexico (2006).

VYJAYANTHI RAO is an assistant professor of anthropology at the New School for
Social Research.

ANN LAURA STOLER is Willy Brandt Distinguished University Professor of Anthro-
pology and Historical Studies at the New School for Social Research. Her publica-
tions include Along the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common Sense (2009);
Imperial Formations, with Carole McGranahan and Peter Perdue (2007); Haunted by Em-
pite: Geographies of Intimacy in North American History (Duke, 2006); Carnal Knowledge and
Imperial Power: Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule (2002); Tensions of Empire: Colonial Cul-
tures in a Bourgeais World (1997), with Frederick Cooper; Race and the Education of Desire:
Foucault’s History of Sexuality and the Golonial Order of Things (Duke, 1995); and Capital-
ism and Confrontation in Sumatra’s Plantation Belt, 1870-1979 (1985; 1995).

356 CONTRIBUTORS



