The “Village in the City' is surely as a specific as a spectacular urban form that is generated by the particular urbaniza-
tion process that China is undergoing during the last two decades. The massive scale and the unprecedented speed
of such urbanization implies an incredible multiplicity of ‘villages in the city'. As such, there are as many counter figures
as there are ‘regular’ and normalized ‘urban’ environments that engulf these villages, and thereby catalyze their pe-
culiar, complementary forms of development. Village in the City opens a window on recent research on the dynamic
transformation processes of this specific contemporary Chinese phenomenon that is simultaneously fascinating and
frightening. Design research finally demonstrates alternative development modes for this particular urban form from
which rampant energy overflows and that anyway and anyhow has to be appreciated for the vivacity / liveliness with
which it induces into the contemporary Chinese city.
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