This book provides a comprehensive description of the pro-
tection of animal dignity under Swiss law. The concept, which
is still unique in the world, is based on the inherent worth

of animals and grants them more than protection from pain,
suffering, harm, or anxiety. The legal recognition of animal
dignity also safeguards animals against non-sentientist in-
juries, such as humiliation, excessive instrumentalization,
and substantial interference with their appearance or abilities.

For animal law, animal dignity protection constitutes a mile-
stone. This book critically discusses the basic ideas, impli-
cations, challenges, and opportunities of the concept. While
highlighting a number of shortcomings, the book also de-
mands various improvements. It is aimed at animal lawyers,
academics, scholars, and all other people interested in a
constant amelioration of the legal protection of animals
throughout the world.

The Stiftung fir das Tier im Recht (TIR; Foundation for the
Animal in the Law) has been committed to issues concerning

animals and the improvement of their legal status since 1996.

The primary goal of TIR is the continual progress of the
human-animal relationship in law, ethics, and society.
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