This book has emerged out of the inaugural conference of
the doctoral programme “Law and Animals” at the Law
School of the University of Basel. It tackles one of the norma-
tive questions fundamental to this novel field of interdisci-
plinary legal research — the question of the appropriate legal
status and means of legal protection of animals, and frames
it in terms of a well-known controversy: reform or revolution?
Should the use of animals be merely regulated for the pur-
pose of humane treatment and improving animal welfare, or
must it be abolished in order to safeguard the (moral) rights
and inherent value of animals? The contributors introduce
the reader to the ethical and lega! bases of this debate and
further pursue the main issue of whether the law’s dealing
with animals ought to be reformed, i.e. changed within the
predominant paradigms, or revolutionised, i.e. built on new
paradigms striving toward the “liberation” of animals.
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The Stiftung fur das Tier im Recht (TIR; Foundation for the
Animal in the Law) has been committed since 1995 to issues
concerning animals and the improvement of their legal status.
The primary goa! of TIR is the continual improvement of the
human-animal relationship in law, ethics and society.



