
Swiss chemist Albert Hofmann first experienced its remarkable effects during a self-experiment with Lysergic Acid

Diethylamide in 1943 at Sandoz Laboratory in Basel. It changed his life deeply, as it also has the lives of millions of people
all around the world. His bicycle ride during this first LSD trip became legendary.

Authors Hagenbach and Werthmuller, close friends of Hofmann, take us on a journey through the 20th century from

his mystical childhood experiences with nature, to his chemistry studies with Nobel Prize winner Paul Karrer in Zurich,

through his discoveries of both LSD and psilocybin at Sandoz in Basel, to his adventurous expeditions, to his many years

of retirement devoted to philosophy of nature and a rich social life. The authors reveal the eventful history of LSD, which

became the subject of numerous clinical studies opening the way for innovative forms of therapy. It fuelled the youth
movement of the sixties, influenced developments in computer technology and science, and helped spawn a new science

of consciousness. Albert Hofmann was voted "greatest living genius" in 2007 by the Daily Telegraph. He lived an active

life until the age of 102.
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