
Josette Baer

REVOLUTION, MODUS VIVENDI OR

SOVEREIGNTY?

The Political Thought of the Slovak National Movement

from 1861 to 1914

With a foreword by Dusan Kovac

ibident-Ver\ag
Stuttgart



Table of contents

Foreword: Slovak political thought as discovery IX

Acknowledgements XIII

X. Introduction 1

X. 1. The Hungarian reform period and illegal Magyarisation 2

X. 2. The early Slovak national movement 7

X. 3. Codification, revolution and the congress of the Slavs 12

X. 4. Neo-Absolutism, the October diploma and the memorandum 16

X. 5. The Ausgleich, the Matica Slovenskd and the nationality law of 1868 20

X. 6. The political situation until WWI and the emerging of the Slovak

citizenry 25

X. 7. Method, definitions, contents, hypothesis 30

X. 7. 1. Method 30

X. 7. 2. Definitions 33

X. 7. 3 Contents, hypothesis 38

I. Jan Francisci (1822 - 1905). Romanticism and Pragmatism 41

1.1. Political goals 41

1.1. 1. The three falcons and the revolution 41

I. 1. 2. The Peit'budinske vedomosti and the memorandum of 1861 51

I. 2. Political legitimating 56

I. 2. 1. Pragmatism 56

Jan Francisci - life in brief. 60

II. Jan Palarik (1822 - 1870). Liberalism and Constitutionalism 63

II. 1. Political goals 63

II. 1. 1. With civil rights toward a federation 63

II. 2. Political legitimating 70

II. 2. 1. Montesquieu or the spirit of The spirit ofthe laws 70

II. 2. 2. Critique of the Ausgleich 78

II. 2. 3. The rejection ofnatural law 81

Jan Palarik - life in brief 84



VI Table ofcontents

III. Stefan Marko Daxner (1822 - 1892). Law and education 87

III. 1. Political goals 90

III. 1-1. The Slovak gymnasium in VelTca Revuca 90

III. 1. 2. The closure of the Slovak gymnasium in Veflca Revuca 92

III. 2. Political legitimating 95

ni. 2. 1. Natural Law and Positive Law 95

III. 2. 2. Slovak Democratism 98

III. 2.3. Distributive justice and moral death 101

Stefan Marko Daxner - life in brief 104

IV. Frantisek Vlfazoslav Sasinek (1830 - 1914). History and eccentricity 125

IV. 1. Political goals 125

IV. 1. 1. Language of communication 127

IV. 1.2. The idea ofpower sharing 131

IV. 2. Political legitimating 135

IV. 2. 1. Anti-Liberalism 135

rV. 2. 2. Constitutionalism or absolutism? 140

IV. 2.3. Slavic solidarity 141

IV. 2.4. The historical catechism for the Slovaks 145

Frantisek Vffazoslav Sasinek - life in brief. 148

V. Svetozar Hurban Vajansky (1847 - 1916). Messianism, Panslavism and the

superiority of art 151

V. 1. Political goals 154

V. 1. 1. The Slovak Messianism 154

V. 2. Political legitimating 162

V. 2. 1. Insights and outlooks 162

V. 2. 2. The rejection ofmodernity 167

Svetozar Hurban Vajansky - life in brief 174



Table of contents VII

VI. Vavro Srobar (1867 - 1950). Realism and Czechoslovakism 179

VI. 1. Political goals 191

VI. 1. 1. Hlas - enlightenment, work and rationality 191

VI. 1.2. Realism 196

VI. 2. Political legitimating 201

VI. 2.1. Czechoslovakism 201

VI. 2. 2. Political religion or religious politics? 206

VI. 2. 3. Democracy 210

Vavro Srobar - life in brief 221

Conclusion 225

1. The autonomy of the okolie 225

2. Sovereignty 225

3. Method and philosophical influence 226

4. Hypothesis 232

Bibliography 235

Index 251


