
Peter Davies

Myth, Matriarchy
and Modernity

Johann Jakob Bachofen in German Culture

1860-1945

De Gruyter



Contents

Acknowledgments V

Note on Translation
,

VII

Preface

An Uncomfortable Influence 1

Chapter 1

Bachofen in the Nineteenth Century: Myth, Gender, Modernity 7

Chapter 2

The Nature of Authority and the Authority of Nature:

Anthropology, Marxism and Germanic Mysticism 49

Chapter 3

Mother Right and the Women's Movement 107

Chapter 4

Matriarchy and the Literature of the Fin-de-siecle 163

Chapter 5

'Psychoanalyste avant la lettre?'

Bachofen, Mythic Motherhood, and Psychoanalysis 217

Chapter 6

Prophets of Matriarchal Revolution:

Otto Gross and Expressionism 243

Chapter 7

'The Struggle for Johann Jakob Bachofen'

Philology and Politics in the 1920s 285



< isipU? s

\!' *h, Mmbnl, Moil* mm :

H.uiinknm I ittra*- Works cn'm, I«)3^ ...................
311

< hiptu *>

Knimiru. \hth anil Masculine Pohties:

\afnnal N>cuh»m and Matnardn 351

< hipter I'1

\nut"asc!st Bodies and Dialectical M\ thologies:
Bachofen m the anti Na/i Struggle 389

Bibb»;jroplu ...,
,

421

lnde\
.....

457


