
AN ATLAS OF ROMAN

RURAL SETTLEMENT

IN ENGLAND

Jeremy Taylor

CBA Research Report 151

Council for British Archaeology
2007



Contents

List of figures viii

List of tables x

Acknowledgements xi

Abbreviations xii

Summary xiii

Chapter 1 Introduction 1

Characterising rural settlement in later prehistory and the Roman period: a potted history 1

Chapter 2 Background and aims of the project 5

Background to the project 5

Past and present understandings of the archaeological resource: some lines of enquiry 7

Settlement dispersion, nucleation and urbanism 7

Settlement patterns: continuity and change 8

Status, architecture, and the spatial organisation of rural settlement 8

Landscapes of production 9

Cosmology, ritual, and belief 9

Military and civilian communities 10

An emerging methodology? 10

Chapter 3 Sources and methods 11

Source critique 11

The survey methodology and some limitations 18

Recording criteria 18

The Primary Record Number 18

Grid references 18

Form 18

Type 19

Size 21

Period 21

Some limitations 21

v



Chapter 4 Settlement pattern and settlement form 23

National overview 23

Patterns of settlement layout (morphology) 23

Settlement patterns by size - nucleated and dispersed settlements 27

Settlement regionality by size and layout 29

Additional settlement characteristics 31

Settlement architecture 31

Burial and ceremonial activity 34

Rural crafts and industries 36

Regional characteristics 39

The North East 40

Settlement evidence by type and period 42

Regional patterning in size and morphology 42

The North West 42

Settlement evidence by type and period 43

Regional patterning in size and morphology 43
Yorkshire 43

Settlement evidence by type and period 44

Regional patterning in size and morphology 44

The East Midlands 45

Settlement evidence by type and period 46

Regional patterning in size and morphology 47
The West Midlands 47

Settlement evidence by type and period 48

Regional patterning in size and morphology 48
East Anglia 49

Settlement evidence by type and period 49

Regional patterning in size and morphology 50
The South East

50
Settlement evidence by type and period 51

Regional patterning in size and morphology 52
The South West

53
Settlement evidence by type and period 53

Regional patterning in size and morphology 53

Chapter 5 Settlement and landscape 55
Introduction

55

Regional overviews
55

The North East
55

The North West
57

Yorkshire
59

The West Midlands
61

The East Midlands
62

East Anglia 65
The South East

66
The South West

69
Discussion

j\



Chapter 6 Settlement characterisation case studies 73

Introduction 73

Case studies 1: the aerial photographic surveys 73

The Nottinghamshire/Lincolnshire survey 73

The Salisbury Plain/Danebury Environs survey 81

The Solway Plain 86

Summary 88

Case studies 2: fieldwalking surveys 89

Locational continuity and discontinuity 101

Site size 102

Site function/status 104

The aerial photographic and field survey case studies in a national context 105

Chapter 7 Conclusions: some emerging trends in a sea of complexity 109

The architecture and role of settlement space 109

Trends in rural settlement: continuity and discontinuity, expansion and contraction 110

Settlement size: nucleation and dispersal Ill

Settlement status and architecture 113

Settlement and land use: field systems 113

Settlement and agriculture 115

Rural industry 115

Rural economic integration and the rise of towns 117

Bibliography 119

Index 130


