Richard Wagner’s Zurich
The Muse of Place

Chris Walton

CAMDEN HOUSE

Rochester, New York



Contents

List of Illustrations
Acknowledgments
List of Abbreviations

Introduction

Wagner’s Zurich

Zurich’s Wagner

Weathering Storms

The Life Aquatic

Publishing in Zurich

Colleagues and Competitors: The Men Who Weren’t There
Composing in Wagner’s Footsteps

Wagner Conducts

Yo N ook » o

Otto’s Family Ways

,_
@

Voicing Mathilde: Wagner’s Controlling Muse

Epilogue
Works Consulted

Index

ix
xi

xiii

104
117
154
162
185
201

245
253
265



Illustrations

Figures

1. Map of Richard Wagner’s Zurich

2. Lithograph of Richard Wagner

3. Minna Wagner in the mid-1840s

4.  Festival of the “Eidgendssischer Singerverein”

5.  The Rosegg Glacier

6.  Rigi-Kulm and Its “Ghost”

7. A “Great Theater of Apes” Recreates the Fall of

Constantinople

8.  Wagner’s Friends and Colleagues in Zurich, no. 1

9.  Portrait of Johann Carl Eschmann

10. Hand-written Cello Part for Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony

11. DPrinted Cello Part for Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony

12. Wagner’s Friends and Colleagues in Zurich, no. 2
3. Portrait of Mathilde Wesendonck

14. The Villa Wesendonck

Music Examples

6.1.

6.2.
6.3.

6.4.
6.5.

6.6.
6.7.

6.8.

Theodor Kirchner: Grisse an meine Freunde,
op. 5, no. 4, bars 10-11
Wagner: Die Walkiire, second act, first scene

Johann Carl Eschmann: Fantasiestiicke
op. 9 for clarinet and piano, first movement, bars 1219

Wagner: Die Walkiire, first act, Siegmund’s “Spring Song”

Johann Carl Eschmann: Fantasiestiicke op. 9,
coda to second movement, bars 131-37

Wagner: Dic Walkiire, close of the first act
Johann Carl Eschmann: opening of “Mittags,”
no. 4 from Awus dem Liederbuch eines Malers op. 34

Wagner: “Rheingold” motive from the first
draft of Das Rheingold, first scene

38
41
52
85
87

91
116
130
171
172
184
200
244

126
126

138
139

139
139

141

142



X ¢ LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

6.9. Franz Schubert: “Wohin?,” from Die schine Miillerin
6.10. Schubert: “Halt,” from Die schine Miillerin

6.11. Schubert: “Danksagung an den Bach,” from
Die schine Mijllerin

Tables

6.1. Eschmann (-Ganz) Family Tree

8.1. Wagner’s Public Concert Performances in Zurich
8.2. Wagner’s Operatic Performances in Zurich

8.3. Wagner’s House Concerts in the Wesendonck Villa

146
147

147

134
178
180
180



