
This is a collection of David Speiser's essays on the history of mechanics

dining the ciucial period 1600-1800 The pmpose of the book is to make

available in a single volume a selection ofthe histotical papers and lectmes

assembled ovei the couisc ofmore than foity ycais ofwoik The history of

mechanics is by now consideied of importance foi both physics and mathe¬

matics, but few histouans aie competent to addiess it and the definitive

history lemains to be wnttcn Oideicd cluonologically to addiess histoncal

developments in elasticity, ngid body dynamics, lclativity, electucity, magne

tism, optics and moie by scientists such as Galileo, Huygens, Newton, the

Bcrnoullis, Eulei, Lambert and Maupertius, David Speisci's essays lepicsent

an important step forwaid The book includes two lectmes that weie

pieviously unpublished, and essays onginally published in Gentian, Ficnch

and Italian tianslated into English, making the woik easily accessible foi a

wide leadeiship of specialists and non-specialists In collaboiation with the

authoi, all essays have been le edited, and the bibhogiaphics and icfeiences

have been fully updated The book includes a foiewoid by the authoi, an

intioduction by the editors, and two compiehensivc indexes foi easy

lefeience


