
Tlmui'rlimit tlie Uni}:' iiinetccntli ceiiturv tliat separated tlie Révolution of

17.S9 IVoiii 1 lu» cataelysm of tlie Fii-st World War, science occupied a cen¬

tral place in Frencli society ami culture. In lliis. Franco resembled many

ut lier countries of Western anil < 'entrai Kurope and Xortli America, lïut

science and wavs of tliiiikiiifï inspire»! I>v science mattered tliere to a

,Icfriw tliat was ar<ruably nnma1clie<l clsewliere. Moreover. Iliey mattered

in ways lliat retleeted a liistory, political and cultural. of rare turbulence.

Nineteentli-century France was searred not only bv war and violent

elian<res of iv»inie but also lny endnrin»' tensions lietween tradition and

modernity and lietween widely diver«viit conceptions of wbat constituted

tlie nation's liest interests hotli domestically and in tlie worl<l. In many

of tliese tensions, science became inextricably involved. Sonietimes it was

seen as tlie symliol of an enlifrhteiicd postrevoliitionaiy order. sonietimes

as a danserons Trojan liorse conecaIin<r tlie evei-lurkiiifî menace of pliilo-

sopliical materialisin. sonietimes as a source of material well-bcin<ror na¬

tional pride. and sonietimes as tlie focus for dispute aliout tlie lefritimacy

of tlie antliority elaimed eitlier l>y tlie leadiiip fifruivs of tlie aeademic

cominnnity or by tlie senior I'arisiau adniinistrators wlio controlled, or

sou-rlit to control, learned culture in ail its forms. On ail of tliese issues,

tliere were delta tes of an intensity tliat kept science consislently at tli

forefront of public eoncern. It is thèse del.ates and tlie varions public

il relias in wliich tliey were pursned tliat provide tlie focus for tins Itook.
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