Over the years, the Handbook of Swiss Politics has estab-
lished itself as a classic work. This new and extended second
edition of the Handbook comprises 32 chapters, all by leading
Swiss political scientists. The contributors write about funda-
mentals, institutions, interest groups, political parties, new
social movements, the cantons and municipalities, elections,
popular votes, policy processes and public policies. They
address several important issues in the current international
debates, such as the internationalization of domestic politics,
multi-level governance, and the role of metropolitan agglo-
merations. Nine new chapters enrich this second, completely
updated version. The section on public policies has been
significantly extended, and covers a dozen of policy domains.
Grounded on the latest scientific knowledge, this volume also
serves as an indispensable reference for a non-academic
audience of decision-makers, diplomats, senior officials and
journalists. Approaching Switzerland as a “laboratory” for
democracy, this Handbook contributes to a refined under-
standing of the res publica.
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