
Human speech is one of the most fascinating
realms of study on earth, and the diversity of

languages is overwhelming. In Hiuuiin l.an-

c Vvointion, author Dr. Owi Nandi explores
the results of his long-term study delving into

the origin of spoken language and his search for

common patterns among all language families.

In an effort to compare and connect recent de¬

velopments in linguistics and in the study of hu¬

man evolution via genomic sequencing, Nandis

study shows how various languages use similar

sounds for words with similar meanings. It also

demonstrates that these similarities may have

evolved from human facial expressions caused

by emotions like fear, alertness, joy, pleasure,
or pain. Covering thirty-four world languages,
Nandi discusses the psychological background of

an array of words—such as counting, evil, hurt¬

ing, scratching, coughing, thinking, father—and

compares those among other languages.

Seasoned with notes on psychological back¬

grounds, linuuin Limgiiugv livoiuium provides
rich insight into the whys of universally con¬

served linguistic patterns in light of the 170,000-

year history of modern mankind, transcending
the reaches of traditional etymology.
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