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100,000
YEARS AGO

14 100,000- The spread of modern humans during the Ice Age
11,000

YEARS AGO

18 6000 BC After the ice: human adaptations to a warmer world and the beginning
of agriculture

22 4000 BC The spread of farming societies in the Old World

26 2000 BC Birth of the first civilizations in Sumer and Egypt; early farming societies

in the New World

30 1300BC The Bronze Age empires of Egypt, the Mediterranean, Mesopotamia and

China

34 1000 BC The Aegean and Mesopotamian Dark Ages; rise of the Zhou in China

38 800 BC Dominant Assyria and expansionist Zhou; colonizing Phoenicians

42 500 BC Assyria, Babylon and the rise of Persia; fall of the Zhou kingdom

46 323 BC Alexander the Great, Carthage and China's Warring States period

50 200 BC The unification of China, break-up ofAlexander's empire and the rise

of Rome

54 1 BC China's Han dynasty empire at its greatest extent

58 AD 200 The Roman and Kushan empires reach their greatest extents; decline

of the Han empire

62 400 Roman empire and China divided; the rise of Sasanian Persia and Gupta

India; the Classic Maya civilization

66 500 The fall of Rome and the rise of the first empires of the Andes

70 650 The Islamic era begins; China's Tang dynasty empire reaches its peak;
destruction ofTeotihuacan

The spread of Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism,

Christianity and Islam to ad 650

76 712 The great Arab conquests reach the Atlantic and the Indus

80 800 The Abbasid caliphate, the Carolingian empire and early imperial Japan



84 907 Demise of the Tang and the Maya city states; the age of the Vikings 148 1824 The fall ofthe Spanish-American empire

88 1000 Fall of the Abbasids; Viking raids in Europe; unification of Korea 152 1848 Nationalism and the rise of the nation states; revolutions break out

in Europe

92 1100 The Turkish conquest of the Middle East; the First Crusade; the first

towns in North America

156 1861 The US Civil War; rebellions and social change in Japan and China

96 1206 Chinggis Khan unites the Mongol tribes; India comes under Muslim

dominion; fall of the Toltecs

160 1871 New borders drawn in America and Europe

100 1300 Domination and fragmentation of the Mongol empire; the rise of Mali

and Great Zimbabwe in Africa

164 1900 The European colonial empires dominate the world

104 1400 Ming dynasty China; Timur the Lame; the growth of Ottoman power Migrations in the 19th century: Europe a great exporter of population

Patterns ofworld trade on the eve of European expansion 170 1912 European colonial expansion; the end of imperial China; the rise of Japan

110 1492 The world on the brink of European expansion; the Aztec and Inca

empires at their peak

172 1914 The outbreak of the First World War in Europe

The spread of the world's major writing systems to 1492 176 1917 The First World War continues; the Russian Revolution

116 1530 Spain and Portugal divide the world between them; the Ottoman empire
at its peak; Mughal conquests in India

180 1923 The end ofthe First World War and the Treaty of Versailles

120 1600 Continued Spanish conquest of the Americas; the Mughal empire at

its peak

184 1938 The world in the shadow ofthe great dictators; new government in China

The spread of world religions to 1600 - Christianity is the first global

religion

188 1942 The maximum extent of Axis advance in the Second World War

126 1650 France becomes the dominant European power; the Manchu conquest

of China

192 1945 The end of the Second World War in Europe and the Asia-Pacific region

130 1715 The Treaty of Utrecht: Britain emerges as a major European power;

decline of the Ottoman and Mughal empires

196 1950 The Cold War and the rise of anti-colonialism and communism in Asia

134 1763 Britain becomes Europe's leading colonial power; Qing empire at its peak 200 1962 The winds ofchange: the European retreat from Africa

World trade on the eve of the Industrial Revolution: British dominance

of the global trade network; Atlantic slave trade at its peak

204 1975 The world at the height of the Cold War

140 1783 Britain recognizes the independence of the USA 208 1991 The fall of the Iron Curtain and the break-up of the USSR

144 1 81 2 France bids for European dominance; the establishment of British 212 201 0 The shifting balance of global power

colonies in Australia


