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It would be ideal if all the maps of ethnic populations could be
made comparable, using the same cartographic design and
scaling. However, the great range of ethnic group sizes, from
many millions to fewer than twenty thousand, makes this
impractical. Because the largest groups represented signifi-
cant proportions of county populations, they have been
mapped in terms of their percentages in total county popula-
tions. Maps of smaller groups show absolute numbers within
counties by means of graduated symbols —a more appropri-
ate technique where percentage values are very low. How-
ever, except for the special map of Jews, the percentage cate-
gories or symbol size scaling for all 1980 maps has been
consistent within each of three series of maps, making possi-
ble easy comparisons between most of the maps. The abso-
lute population of each ethnic group in every county can be
found in appendix 2.
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