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SNA Publishing will publish between 1990 and 1996 a government-financed National
Atlas of Sweden. The first national atlas, Arlas dver Sverige, was published in 1953-71
by Svenska Séllskapet fér Antropologi och Geografi, SSAG (the Swedish Society for
Anthropology and Geography). The new national atlas describes Sweden in seventeen
volumes, each of which deals with a separate theme. The organisations responsible for
this new national atlas are Lantmdteriverket, LMV (the National Land Survey of
Sweden), SSAG and Statistiska centralbyrdn, SCB (Statistics Sweden). The whole
project is under the supervision of a board consisting of the chairman, Sture Norberg
and Svante Astermo (LMV), Staffan Helmfrid and Ake Sundborg (SSAG), Frithiof
Billstrém and Gosta Guteland (SCB) and Leif Wastenson (SNA). To assist the board
and the editors there is a scientific advisory group of three permanent members:
Professor Staffan Helmfrid (Chairman), Professor Erik Bylund and Professor Anders
Rapp. A theme manager is responsible for compiling the manuscript for each individual
volume. The National Atlas of Sweden is to be published in book form both in Swedish
and in English, and in a computer-based version for use in personal computers.

The English edition of the National Atlas of Sweden is published under the auspices of
the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences by the National Committee of Geography with
financial support from Knut och Alice Wallenbergs Stiftelse and Marcus och Amalia
Wallenbergs Stiftelse.

The whole work comprises the following volumes (in order of publication):
MAPS AND MAPPING

THE FORESTS

THE POPULATION

THE ENVIRONMENT

AGRICULTURE

THE INFRASTRUCTURE

SEA AND COAST

CULTURAL LIFE, RECREATION AND TOURISM
SWEDEN IN THE WORLD

WORK AND LEISURE

CULTURAL HERITAGE AND PRESERVATION
GEOLOGY

LANDSCAPE AND SETTLEMENTS

CLIMATE. LAKES AND RIVERS
MANUFACTURING. SERVICES AND TRADE
GEOGRAPHY OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS

THE GEOGRAPHY OF SWEDEN

CHIEF EDITOR Leif Wastenson

EDITORS Staffan Helmfrid, Scientific Editor
Margareta Elg, Editor of
Sweden in the World
Ulla Arnberg, Editor

Mirta Syrén, Editor
PRODUCTION LM Maps, Kiruna
SPECIAL EDITOR Gunnar Tornqvist
TRANSLATOR Michael Knight
GRAPHIC DESIGN Hékan Lindstrém
LAYOUT Typoform/Gunnel Eriksson, Stockholm
REPRODUCTION LM Repro, Luled
COMPOSITION Bokstaven Text & Bild AB, Géteborg
DISTRIBUTION Almqvist & Wiksell International, Stockholm
COVER ILLUSTRATION FOCI IMAGE LIBRARY/S/P/L

First edition gy 384 7, [
© SNA
Printed in Italy 1993

ISBN 91-87760-04-5 (All volumes) ;
ISBN 91-87760-20-7 (Sweden in the World)



Contents

The Map as a Mirror of Time 6

GUNNAR TORNQVIST

The Map in 1500 6
The Map in 1900 12
The Map in 2000 15

Sweden’s Relations
with the World 18

CLAES GORAN ALVSTAM, KERSTIN CEDERLUND,
ULF ERLANDSSON, GUNNAR TORNQVIST

Domestic and International Traffic 18
Trade 19

Post and Telecommunications 21
Co-operation across the Frontiers 22
Overseas Aid 25

Representation Abroad 29

Gateways to the World 34

Culture and the Media 40

KERSTIN CEDERLUND, BJORN MEIDAHL,
ANDERS TORNQVIST, GUNNAR TORNQVIST

What is Culture? 40
Cultural Migration 40

The Forms of Influence 45
The World of Art 51

Internationalisation of Firms 56

CLAES GORAN ALVSTAM, ULF ERLANDSSON

Foreign Trade 66

CLAES GORAN ALVSTAM

World Trade and Sweden 66
Trade in Goods 70

Services 72

Geographical Distribution 75
Europe 76

Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union 81
The Middle East 82

South Asia 84

East Asia—Oceania 85
Africa 87

America 90

Investments and Employment 93

ULF ERLANDSSON

Direct Investment 94
Employment 97

Internationalisation of
the Swedish Forest Industry 102

Swedish Regions in
International Competition 105

LARS-OLOF OLANDER

Sectors within Manufacturing Industry 106
The Life Cycle of a Product 106

National Development 108

Regional Development 108

Importance of the Home Base 114
International Distribution of Exports 116
Exports and Production Abroad 118

Information Flows and
Contact Routes 123

KERSTIN CEDERLUND

Information and Creation of Knowledge 123
Contact Patterns of Firms 125

Universities and
the Outside World 133

KERSTIN CEDERLUND

The Development of Knowledge and Communication
133

The Growth of the Universities 134
Collaboration in Research 137
Contact Patterns 141

Europe in Transition 148

ULF ERLANDSSON, GUNNAR TORNQVIST

The European Scene 148

The European Urban Landscape 148
Contact and Travel Facilities 149
Problems and Possibilities 151



