
Abstract 
Transpareney and lumineseenee have reemerged in the vocabulary of arehi-
teeture, and light and 'lightness' have beeome kev eoneepts for a signifieant 
number of eontemporarv arehiteets, as well as artists who ereate installati-
ons, Eeeent work bv these designers reealls the use of transparent materials 
in earlv modern struetures, but thev have introdueed new ideas and teeh-
nieal solutions. In so doing, thev have redefined the relationship between 
the observer and the strueture bv interposing elements that both veil and 
illuminate. In this arehiteeture of 'lightness,' buildings beeome intangible, 
struetures shed their weight, and faeades beeome unstable, dissolving into 
an often luminous evanescence. 
The thirtv-three projeets illustrated in this book exemplifv this emerging 
sensibilitv, which is examined in a penetrating essav bv Terenee Rilev, Chief 
Curator of the Department of Arehiteeture and Design at The Museum of 
Modern Art, that plaees the new work in a broad historie and eultural per-
spective, More than thirtv arehiteets are represented in this international 
seleetion, and it ineludes a broad ränge of building tvpes, seales, and teeh-
nologies, from the small Leisure Studio ereated bv a group of voung Finnish 
arehiteets to Eenzo Piano's enormous Kansai International Airport in Japan, 
Also shown are the Goetz Colleetion in Munieh bv Jacques Herzog and Pierre 
de Meuron, the Cartier Foundation in Paris bv Jean Nouvel, the ITM Buil-
ding in Matsuvama, Japan, bv Toyo Ito, and a set design bv Tod Williams 
and Billie Tsien, Each project ineludes a deseription bv Terenee Riley or An-
ne Dixon, Supervisor, The Lilv Auehineloss Study Center for Arehiteeture 
and Design, 
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